What is Issues?
Issues fiction centres on real-life concerns and questions faced by teenagers in matters such as
emotions, death, illnesses, teenage pregnancy, racism, gangs, crime and drugs.

Generally, plots common in the Issues genre are characterized by a teen protagonist who
encounters Life’s obstacles, faces disillusionment and struggles to make a difference in order to
emerge as victor in the society. The story brings hope and shows that teens can make a
difference, although the tone is rather troubled and intense.

Issues fiction can be divided into three major themes: Life Challenges, Social Challenges,
Physical, Mental and Emotional Challenges.
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